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Ity Country Church

"Give me a church in the country,
The 1ittle wayside shrine,
Closc beside the roadway,

In the soft sunshine.

It seems that it%is casicr
To come to such a fount,
To seck the spirit!s solace

The weary sought on the lount.

When I sing with the congregation,
Or pray on bended knee,

Or bow to the Benediction
God scems nearer Lo me.!

-~ MH1lie Kroll,



il

BEGINNTIYGS

The grass grew tall as a man on the rolling hills., Trees grew
along the banks of the creeks and river, lMacoupin County was one
of the beautiful areas of Illinois, Geme of all kind was abundant
which made a fine hunting region, This portion of the country was
part of that territory known in the early days as the "Black Hawk
Hunting Ground."

As far as can be found the first white man to explore this
territory were the Rangers of 1812, About 350 mounted men came in
from the Edwardsville region to drive the hostile Indians from the

area northward as far as and beyond Fort Peoria.Thus they helped

protect the frightened and feeble settlements from the merciless

Indian tomahawl,

One of the bold rangers of the war of 1812 was a Daniel Dead-
rich. le was the father of Mrs, Elizabeth Armour- ome of the
original members of the &rcanized Harmony Baptist “Yhurch. of 1853,

It was 1815 when the first pioneer, David CooP, came into this
territory. With his family of four sons he erected his roc f-tree
home on the banks of a small stream which to this day carries his
name - "Coops Creek™, He stayed about ten years ,but when cholera

took four of his family members he moved on toward Kansas,

In 1818, three years after Mr, Coop settled here, Illinois
was admitted to the Union as a state, with population of 10,000,
At that time there were within the limits of Macoupin County
recion only ten families of about forty souls.‘In 1829 Macoupin
was organized. Within the next half century after the birth of
Macoupin County many wonderful changes took place., It was 1852

when the country really became alive; for in this year was com =

















































































